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This heavily illustrated, large-format volume redefines the concept of a traditional atlas. Not limited

to maps alone, The Atlas of the Bible Lands looks at the people, places, and objects of this

fascinating time in history. As a result, a captivating and complete understanding of the subject

emerges.
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Grade 4 Up-Although there are a great many maps in this atlas, they are overshadowed by the

abundance of historical and cultural information crammed into every page. Du? charts the history of

a good portion of the Middle East from prehistory to modern times, with a focus on the area now

occupied by Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. An immense amount of loosely organized

encyclopedic material is presented in a clear and absorbing manner, although no one area is

explored in depth. Among the topics covered on double-page spreads are the Stone and Bronze

Ages, the era of the patriarchs, indigenous plants and animals, Egypt and Canaan, area religions,

the Exodus, crafts and technology in Old Testament times, Babylonia and Persia, Jesus and early

Christianity, the Crusades, Mamelukes and Ottomans, art and the Bible, and the Israeli-Arab conflict

today. Each spread is filled with captioned, full-color artwork and paragraphs of additional

information on the various subtopics. Illustrations by a variety of artists, reproductions of sculptures,

architectural plans, mosaics, and paintings enhance the text. Although this book is well researched

and interesting, it has a number of recent high-quality competitors in the general field of Bible



reference works for this same age group: Malcolm Day's The Ancient World of the Bible (Viking,

1994), Nigel Hepper's Lands of the Bible (Thomas Nelson, 1995), Antony Mason's Biblical Times (S

& S, 1996), Jonathan Tubb's Bible Lands (Knopf, 1991), and Henry Wansbrough's Children's Atlas

of the Bible (Barron's, 1997), and others on more specific topics such as daily life in Bible

times.Patricia Pearl Dole, formerly at First Presbyterian School, Martinsville, VACopyright 1999

Reed Business Information, Inc.

Text: English (translation) Original Language: Italian

good

Although the Horn book called the pages overcrowded, I think the book is ideal for young or

reluctant readers because there are so many pictures calculated to capture student interest. Short

descriptions of religions in Egypt, Rome, and Mesopotamia lend to making comparisons and gaining

a quick overview of the topic. The index lists 27 pages for Egypt, but some pages only mention

Egypt in passing with no information about Egypt (example: p. 20 "In the Exodus story Moses and

Aaron ask the pharaoh to let his Jewish slaves go free. When he refuses, God brings ten plagues

down on Egypt, including frogs, boils, hail and locusts"). Includes maps and illustrations.
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